
Earlier versions of this tour planned also to include Wiess Energy Hall at 
the Houston  Museum of Natural Science, but the Hall will  be closed for 
renovations at the time of the ARMA Symposium.

Technical Tour
Saturday, 25 June 2016

The Ocean Star
Drilling Rig Museum



We will begin our tour at the Westin Galleria with a “chalk talk” providing 
background for what participants will see later in the day.   

Doc Leon will review the elements of well construction and the drilling equipment and materials 
used to construct and oil and gas well.  Much of that equipment will be on display at the Ocean 
Star.  Jeff Brami will discuss formation evaluation.  He will address not just the techniques available 
to evaluate oil and gas presence in the open hole reservoir interval, but focus on the identification 
of geohazards in the overburden above the reservoir interval while the well is being drilled.

Replace  1 with 2

We will then board the bus and drive to Galveston, where we will tour the 
retired jackup drilling rig Ocean Star.   Box lunches will be provided 

for en route enjoyment.

All drilling rigs have 
these basic systems:
•Hoisting
•Rotating
•Circulating & Solids 
Control
•Power
•Blowout Prevention

Selected Evaluation Methods



The Ocean  Star Drilling Rig Museum

The museum features three floors of models and interactive displays illustrating the story of offshore oil and gas 
from seismic technology to exploration and production. Scale models of production platforms, actual drill bits and 
remotely-operated vehicles (ROVs) as well as videos and exhibits explain drilling, geology, seismic, well servicing 
and production. Visitors can take the skywalk out onto the drill floor of the rig, or visit the exhibits on the pipe 
deck from the first floor of the museum.






